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a e s t  ranges,  and c o t t a g e s  a l l  f ron ted  i r i th  two l e v e l  g a l l e r i e s .  S e t  on 

wi th  the  ad jacen t  foundat ions o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  ba th  houses, and t h e  present  

is  now a  p a s t u r e  s t r e t c h i n g  from t h e  sp r ings  a t  t h e  south  t o  t h e  main 
b u i l d i n g  a t  t h e  n o r t h  end; the  ranges a r e  t o  t h e  west of  the  lawn, t h e  s t a t e  
highway t o  t h e  e a s t .  "Bach?lors' Zow" s i t s  across  t h e  highway from t h e  main 
bu i ld ing .  

The main b u i l d i n g  i s  a  gable roo f ,  weatherboarded, frame s t r u c t u r e  

m l d e d  trim. Wooden double hung windows have n ine-over-s ix  sash.  A breeze z 
way occupies t h e  seventh  bay of t h e  bu i ld ing ;  t h e  s ing le - run  open s t r i n g  
s t a i r  ascends i n  t h e  breezeway. 

oE the  s t r u c t u r e .  The r a a i n i n g  a rea  is d iv ided  i n t o  ind iv idua l  s leeping  
rooins. The r ead ing  room f e a t u r e s  two simple mantels  w i th  p l a i n  she lves ,  

! suppor:cd by r e c t a n g u l a r l y  paneled p i e r s .  A breezeway wi th  a  s t a i r  i s  

I f l o o r .  
I The n o r t h  range i s  sepa ra t ed  from t h e  s o u t h  range by two square,  f r a e  
j 1.7el;therboarded c o t t a g e s  w i t h  ?yranida l  roofs .  The no r the rn  co t t age  has a 
I c e n t r a l  q u a t r e f o i l  "Gothic" chimney, but  t h e  o r i g i n a l  chimney on t h e  southe 
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7 .  
c o l i i ~ n s .  ;,:indor~s and doors a r e  surrounded by a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m .  Transoms a r e  
above the  doors ,  and t h e  windows have s ix-over-s ix  sash .  

A t  the  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  sp r ings  and bathing pools ,  t h e r e  a r e  seve ra l  
bu i l2 ings .  Lcmediately west of the  pools i s  a modern board-and-batten ba th  
I:ouss reconsr ruc ted  from e a r l i e r  m a t e r i a l s .  To t h e  west on the  r i s e  above t h e  
pools is a board-and-batten gable  roofed bu i ld inz  w i t h  b r i c k  end? which have 
been ex tens ive ly  repoin ted .  J u s t  west of  t h i s  bu i ld ing  i s  a  log  cabin .  Both 
of  these  s t r u c t u r e s  probably o r i g i n a l l y  served as s e r v a n t s  q u a r t e r s .  The 
o r ig in31  c i r c u l a r  bandstand wi th  a  dome roof rihich s tood on t h e  k n o l l  near  t h e  
mair, b u i l d i n g  has  been moved i n  recent  years  t o  s t and  on t h e  r i s e  south  of t h e  
pools .  

The r m g e  known a s  "Bachelors '  xow", which rvas removed from t h e  main 
s s c t i a n  of the  r e s o r t  due t o  t h e  sometimes rowdy good s p i r i t s  of the  bachelors  
i s  on t h e  h i l l  across  t h e  highway e a s t  of  the  main bu i ld ing .  A one-story,  e l l -  
shaped bui ld ing ,  t h i s  range a l s o  e x h i b i t s  t h e  g a l l e r y  which i s  t h e  distlnguish:.ng 
f e a t u r e  of  a l l  t h e  Sweet Chalybeate bui ld ings .  
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Sweet Chalybeate Springs i s  a  r e l i c  of t h e  n ine teenth-century  days ,::. 
J rihen t h e  fash ionable  world of North and South cane t o  t h e  s p r i n g s  o f  Virginlia 

t o  " take  :he waters  and p lay  t h e  marr iage  market" as  rzell  a s  t o  escape t h e  1 
t o r p i d  heat  of t h e  lowlands. A remarkable number of  t h e  wooden pav i l ions  j . ..,. .. , 

and c o t t a g e s  remain a t  Sweet Chalybeate t o  a t t e s t  t o  the  r e l a t i v e  s i z e  and 
popu la r i ty  of t h e  r e s o r t  and t o  g ive  an unusual ly undis turbed  p i c t u r e  of a  
n ine teen th  century  V i r g i n i a  spa. The s p r i n g s ,  themselves, con t inue  t o  flow 

1 f r e e l y  from t h e  l i n e s t o n e  b l u f f  and form pools among t h e  foundat ion of t h e  / o r i g i n a l  ba th  houses. 
I Although t h e  s p r i n g s  were probably known and used by s e t t l e r s  i n  t h  

e igh teen th  century ,  Sweet Chalybeate d i d  not  begin  as  a  corn-erc ia l ly  opera t  
r e s o r t  u n t i l  1836 rrhen P h i l i p  Rogers and o t h e r s  incorpora ted  t h e  Red Spring 

I  1 Company. Cal led the  Eed Sweet by t h e  n ine teen th  century  spr ings-goers ,  t h e  e  
s p r i r g s  quickly  began t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  overflow from t h e  nearby White Sulphur 
Springs and Sweet Spr ings ,  and became popular.  I About 1845 the p rope r ty  was acquired by John R. Smpson who made , improvements over  t h e  n e x t  s e v e r a l  yea r s .  I n  1850 Xr. C. Bias  purchased the 

i Red Sweet f o r  40,000 d o l l a r s  and transformed t h e  es tab l i shment  i n t o  one of  
1 t h e  no re  fash ionable  spas .  One of t h e  gues ts  described t h e  change, " ~ v e r y -  
) thing i s  f r e s h  and new and cozy;  a neat  whi te  frame h o t e l ,  and t a s t c f u l  

c o t t a g e s  ( s ic )" .  Another v i s i t o r  c a l l e d  t h e  Red S ~ i e e t  " m c h  t h e  sweetest  / and s o s r  agreeable  p1ace.l' Among t h e  a t t r r c t i o m  provided by M r .  Bias *ere 
! sepaca te  pools f o r  l a d i e s  and gentlemen suppl ied  rr i th  over  a  m i l l i o n  g a l l o n  
1 of cha lybeate  water  a  day, a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f i n e  d in ing  room and a reading 
i room wi th  newspapers -- t h e  on ly  one of i t s  kind ir t h e  mountains.  The 
I ; raters  remained t h e  ch ie f  a t t r a c t i o n ,  however. They were considered t h e  
1 / s t r o n g e s t  carbonated m i n e r a l  water  i n  America and a c e r t a i n  cu re  f o r  
i s t e r i l i t y .  Although t h e  Red Sweet never became as  popular  a s  t h e  l h i t e  

Sulphur o r  t h e  Rocicbridge Alum, it was one of t h e  pyefer red  s t o p s  of the  
Sou:ll Ca ro l in i ans .  

I By t h e  t u r n  of t h e  cen tu ry ,  the  Red Sweet was comnonly c a l l e d  the  
Sweet Chalybeate Springs though i t  occas iona l ly  nad been known a s  Sweet 
Cha1;-beate during t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  century.  The heyday of  a l l  t h e  sp r ings  wat, 
ending,  howevzr, and t h e  Sweet Chalybeate s u f f e r e d  d e c l i n e  and f i n a l l y  

I c losed  i t s  doors i n  1918. S ince  then ,  t h e  t r a c t  has had m u l t i p l e  orvners. 

i Some o f  the  por t icoed  rows and c o t t a g e s  have served a s  res idences  and f o r  
ns:ly years  t h e  main b u i l d i n g  housed a  count ry  s t o r e .  Today the  pools a r e  

i 
I sometiroes open f o r  swimning, and t h e  s p r i n g s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  l o c a l  r e s i d e n x  / r:ho s t i l l  " take  the  xiaters!' 
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